
Roadside Ditch Drain Tile Installation Guidelines 

These guidelines are an addendum to Ordinance 2005-10, Roadside Ditch Drain Tiling 

Note: A permit is required from the Village for any drain tile installation in any road right-of-way. 

 

1) SIZE:  The recommended diameter for a drain tile is 4 inches.  Smaller or larger diameters in 

certain locations may be recommended by the Village Roads Commissioner or his/her designee.   

2) BEDDING:  It is recommended that drain tile be bedded in clean rock or pea gravel to promote 

better drainage.  The installation should be wrapped in fabric to reduce sediment infiltration. 

3) MATERIAL:  Drain tile material is recommended to be perforated dual wall, smooth bore HDPE 

plastic.  There may be areas where the Village may recommend solid wall green or schedule 40 

PVC especially under driveways.  The Village may also allow single wall corrugated pipe for 

installation areas that require a tighter corner than can be made with dual wall.  Use of sock 

covered pipe is discouraged. 

4) ALIGNMENT:  The alignment of the drain tile in the ditch flow line is to be determined by the 

Roads Commissioner or his/her designee.  The preferred alignment is directly below the ditch 

flow line.  There may be instances where appropriate cover over the drain tile prevents that 

alignment.  In such cases the Village Roads Commissioner or his/her designee may recommend 

moving the alignment to one side or the other of the ditch flow line.  This may also apply to the 

drain tile under the culvert. 

5) FLOW LINE DEPTH:  The design depth of the drain tile flow line is recommended to be 8” below 

the height of the ditch flow line.  This should allow for 4” of cover.  When this depth is not 

achievable, as is the situation on many of the older roads in the Village, the flow line is to be set 

by the Village Roads Commissioner or his/her designee and may be offset from the ditch flow 

line to achieve cover.   

6) STORMWATER RESTRICTIONS:  Wisconsin statues prohibit the restriction of the flow of 

stormwater in drainage ditches.  As such, the flow capacity of any culvert must be maintained.  

Filling in of ditches above their original culvert flow line is not allowed unless agreed to in 

writing by the Village.  Placement of rocks, stones or landscaping of any sort that may restrict 

stormwater flow is prohibited. 

7) PROHIBITED CONNECTIONS:  Although the Village does not regulate drain tile installations on 

private property, in order to prevent debris from entering a roadside ditch drain tile system, 

connections of roof eaves or other surface drains to ditch drain tile are not allowed.  Such drains 

may ‘daylight’ to the ditch or may empty into a rock bed near the ditch but such exit must 

remain at least 12 feet away from any downstream private property line.  Sump pumps may be 

connected directly to a roadside ditch drain tile system.  (It is recommended that sump pump 

outlets from a house to a pipe running to drain tile have an air gap to prevent freeze-up from 

damaging a sump pump.) 



8) DAMAGE TO ROADWAY BY INSTALLER: The property owner is responsible to ensure that the 

contractor or individual doing the installation or replacement of a drain tile system does not 

damage the roadway. Special care must be taken by contractors to avoid damage when turning 

on pavement during hot weather. Damage to the roadway includes emptying cleanings of 

concrete trucks or leaving of any debris in the road right of way, including the ditch or on any 

property not owned by the permittee. Such damage will result in a fine levied against the 

property owner as determined by the Village Board to include any cost of repairs.  

9) PENALTIES: If a drain tile system is not installed according to the guidelines or the guidance of 

the Village Roads Commissioner or his/her designee, the Village will give the property owner 30 

days’ notice to correct the installation. If not corrected within 30 days, the Village may hire a 

contractor to correct any problems and the full expense of such shall be billed to the property 

owner. Failure to obtain a permit will result in a fine as determined by the Village Board.  

 

I have received a copy of these guidelines and agree to follow them. 

(Print Name)  _______________________________________ 

(Signature) _________________________________________ (Date) __________________________ 

 


