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Village of Hewitt Driveway Culvert Standard Installation Guidelines 

These guidelines are an addendum to Ordinance 50.00 Roads, Section 2 Culverts 

Note: These are general guidelines. Specific requirements pertaining to an individual driveway must be obtained 

from the Streets Commissioner or his/her designee. 
 

1) SIZE: The minimum diameter for a driveway culvert is 15”. The minimum length is 24’. Larger or longer 

culverts (up to a maximum of 40’) may be installed at the discretion of, and/or specified by the Village Roads 

Commissioner or his/her designee. Smaller diameter, shorter culverts or double culverts may require a 

variance to be granted by the Village Board. 

2) ENDWALLS: All culvert installations are required to have endwalls installed. Vertical abutments of any sort 

within the Right of Way are prohibited. Paving down the endwall slope is recommended to prevent erosion. 

Rock surfaces and turf are acceptable. This requirement is made for legal liability reasons.  (See pictures 

below) 

3) MATERIAL: All culverts installed are required to be dual wall, smooth bore HDPE plastic. Endwalls may be of 

galvanized steel or HDPE plastic. Reinforced Concrete Pipe is also acceptable if coordinated with the Village 

Roads Commissioner or his/her designee. 

4) ALIGNMENT: The alignment of the culvert in the ditch flow line is to be determined by the Roads 

Commissioner or his/her designee. For new installations, the design alignment is within 5’ 6” of the lot line. 

When this specification is not achievable for installations with upstream and/or downstream culverts, the 

alignment shall be in a straight line between the upstream and downstream culverts and is to be done under 

the guidance of the Village Roads Commissioner or his/her designee. 

5) SETBACK: The minimum setback distance from an abutting property is 12’ from the lot line for the culvert 

itself. Endwalls are not included in this dimension. Any setback requests of a lesser distance require a 

variance to be granted by the Village Board. 

6) FLOW LINE DEPTH: The design depth of the ditch flow line is 31” below the height of the adjacent shoulder 

measured at 13’ from the centerline of the road. When this depth is not achievable, as is the situation on 

many of the older roads in the Village, the flow line is to be set by the Village Roads Commissioner or his/her 

designee.  

7) DAMAGE TO ROADWAY BY INSTALLER: The property owner is responsible to ensure that the contractor or 

individual doing the installation or replacement of a culvert does not damage the roadway. Special care must 

be taken by contractors to avoid damage when turning on pavement during hot weather. Damage to the 

roadway includes emptying cleanings of concrete trucks or leaving of any debris in the road right of way, 

including the ditch or on any property not owned by the permittee. Such damage will result in a fine levied 

against the property owner as determined by the Village Board to include any cost of repairs.  

8) DRAIN TILE: The Village strongly recommends that a drain tile pipe be placed underneath culvert 

installations. Options include solid 4” Schedule 40 PVC bedded in road base, or dual wall, slotted, 4” HDPE 

bedded in clean rock and wrapped in fabric. For installations that will not immediately be connected to drain 

tile downstream of the culvert, solid pipe with road base bedding is recommended. This recommendation is 

made to preserve the opportunity for future connection of ditch drain tiling. The recommended flow line 

depth of the drain tile is a minimum of 8” below the flow line of the culvert to allow for 4” of cover in the 

ditch and still maintain the proper ditch flow line. At the discretion of the Village Roads Commissioner or 

his/her designee, the drain tile may be placed alongside the culvert if conditions prevent placement beneath. 
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9) OBSTRUCTION OF DITCHES: It is prohibited by Wisconsin Statutes to impair the flow of water in ditches by 

any means. This includes filling in ditches above the flow line, or the placement of rocks, stones, wood, 

screens or any other impediment to the free flow of stormwater within the road right-of-way. In areas where 

the Village considers stormwater flow to be hindered, the Village may give notice to an offending property 

owner to remove such impediments within a designated timeframe and if the property owner does not 

comply, the Village may do the removal and charge the property owner for such removal. In addition, a fine 

may be levied against the property owner for noncompliance as determined by the Village Board. 

10) PENALTIES: If a culvert is not installed according to the guidelines or the guidance of the Village Roads 

Commissioner or his/her designee, the Village will give the property owner 30 days’ notice to correct the 

installation. If not corrected within 30 days, the Village may hire a contractor to correct any problems and the 

full expense of such shall be billed to the property owner. Failure to obtain a permit will result in a fine as 

determined by the Village Board.  
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I have received a copy of these guidelines and agree to follow them. 

(Print Name)  _______________________________________ 

(Signature) _________________________________________ (Date) __________________________ 

 


